[Selenium concentrations in serum, hair and tumor tissue from patients with ovarian tumors].
Selenium (Se) concentration was determined in 150 samples of serum, 135 samples of hair and 96 samples of ovarian tissue from patients with malignant or benign ovarian tumors and normal subjects. The serum Se level in patients with malignant ovarian tumors was significantly lower than that in patients with benign ovarian tumors and normal subjects. No difference of Se concentrations of hair among different groups was observed. Se level in malignant ovarian tumor tissue was significantly higher than that in benign ovarian tumor tissue and normal ovarian tissue. The low serum Se level in patients with malignant ovarian tumors was probably the result of protective migration of Se from blood to the cancer tissue.